
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



VIDEO I Construction progress at new TownePlace Suites in West Bend
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May 1 ,2020 - West Bend, Wl - Progress is swift as construction of the new 68-room Marriott TownePlace

extended stay hotel is well underway at the former Gehl Company manufacturing facility in downtown
West Bend.
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The sale of3.3 acres in Downtown West Bend has been sold from the City ofWest Bend to construct and
manage and 16,000-square-foot multi-tenant commercial office building in the heart of downtown.
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VIDEO I Construction progress at new TownePlace Suites in West Bend

Paul Stangl of RafRad LLc led the purchase on behalf of the Downtown west Bend Hotel Associates
(DWBHA).

DWBHA has partnered on the development with lowa-based Kinseth Hospital¡ty Companies and
Amer¡can Companies.

A portion of the site is formerly home to cehl Companys manufacturing facility.

DWBHA has partnered on the development with lowa-based Kinseth Hospital¡ty

Companies and American Companies to construct and manage a new 68-room
MarriottTownePlace extended stay hotel and 16,000-square-foot multi-tenant commercial office
building.

The same group was also part ofthe development team for the Hampton lnn and Su¡tes on
'l8th Avenue in West Bend, managed by Kinseth since opening in 2008. Construction began th¡s spring.
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VIDEO I Construction progress at new TownePlace Suites in West Bend

The City of West Bend acquired the property from Gehl Company (now Man¡tou Amer¡cas) in

2008 when it relocated its headquarters to a larger site two blocks east. Recogniz¡ng the potential for the
site located in the heart of downtown West Bend, the City took on the responsib¡l¡ty of the remediation
and demolition of the multiple buildings that were obsolete for future manufacturing.

'This is an extraordìnary location for a hotel," said City AdministratorJay Shambeau. "Visitors will have
the unìque opportun¡ty to explore and enjoy downtown West Bend. They can frequent our
thriving restaurants and shops, the Riverwalk, E¡senbahn State Traì1, farmer,s market, Museum of
W¡sconsin Art, and newly-renovated Historic West Bend Theatre, all with¡n walking distance."
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West Bend is a founding member of the Washington County Site Redevelopment

Program (SRP). The SRP was awarded two U.S.Environmental protection Agency
(EPA) Brownfield grants and contributed $1 8,000 for a Hotel lvlarket Demand Study by patek Hospitality
Consultants, lnc. which determined current and future demand for hotel accommodat¡ons in the
marketarea. Thestudyprovedthev¡abilityforthehotel andwasinstrumental insecuringtheinterestof
Marriott and the development team.

The site was considered by other developers in the past, primarily for apartment buildings and
commercial off¡ce space.'We knew this site had high potentialfor redevelopment and are pleased to
present the first hotel Iocated in downtown West Bend," said Kraig Sadownikow, President of Amer¡can
Construction Services and American Architectural Group. 'This is the type of project will enhance the
community and attract new visitors and businesses."

Approximately 7,000-square-fee! of Cl¿ss A off¡ce space is available for lease with¡n the new off¡ce

building. For details, please contact Adam Williquette of American commercial Real Estate ar.Q62l424-
3217.
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Hospitals look to ease elective surgery restrictions

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@Conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

MADISON — As hospitals work
to continue offering health care
procedures during the COVID-19
pandemic, some are beginning to
ease restrictions on elective surg-
eries. 

Initially, the anticipated chal-
lenge for hospitals was a surge in
coronavirus cases that would pre-
vent them from safely or adequate-
ly addressing the needs of non-
COVID-19 patients. Although
events did not transpire as feared,
elective surgeries were still post-
poned for less dramatic reasons:
potential virus transmission and
personal protective equipment
supply levels. 

“It really had to do with the idea
of social distancing,” said Dr. Jeff
Pothoff, chief quality and safety
officer at UW Health. “Things
started to change when we started
to see (a) bit of a flattening of the

curve.” 
Pothoff said now that UW

Health, and other hospitals, have
learned how to handle a steady
stream of coronavirus patients
safely, elective surgeries are back
on the table. “We all thought that it
would be this rush of patients that
we would need to postpone these
surgeries for,” he said. “We still
needed to do this to keep those staff
and our patients safe.” 

Now, hospitals are striving to
strike a balance. “You might have
cancer (and need) a biopsy,”
Pothoff said. “Sooner or later, you
need to know if that thing we
found is cancerous or not. (And) at
some point, we can’t keep postpon-
ing it ... that’s not going to be OK
for the patient.” 

Locally, changes are on the way,
too. A spokesman for ProHealth
confirmed the organization is
working on a strategy to begin
offering elective surgeries again. 

Ascension Wisconsin reduced
the number of elective procedures

in March. Advocate Aurora Health
began limiting the number of cer-
tain elective surgeries and proce-
dures at the same time. 

Aurora said in a statement it
would begin lifting some restric-
tions. “As the number of COVID-19
patients has stabilized across our
system and decreases at some of
our hospitals, we are taking mea-
sured steps to resume elective
surgeries and procedures,” the
organization said. “The timing for
lifting restrictions will vary across
our sites as we continue to assess
the prevalence of COVID-19, hospi-
talization rates, supplies and
equipment levels to ensure we are
meeting the needs of our patients
and communities.”

Pothoff emphasized surgeries
categorized as “elective” are not
necessarily cosmetic or unimpor-
tant. A hip replacement necessitat-
ed by debilitating pain could be
considered not urgent. “That qual-
ity of life issue is really important
to the patient, and if we feel like we

can (address) that safely, we should
probably try to get that done,” he
said. 

Pothoff added people should not
be afraid of coming into the hospi-
tal at this time, as the precautions
taken by the hospitals against
coronavirus contamination are
extensive.

Gov. Tony Evers’ office deferred
to Wisconsin Department of
Health for comment Tuesday,
which did not immediately
respond to a request for comment
by the Daily News.  

Ohio, Minnesota
Wisconsin is not the only state

grappling with how to handle elec-
tive surgeries during a pandemic. 

In Ohio, Gov. Mike DeWine
announced an easing up on the
prohibition of elective surgeries.
He said doctors can now review
postponed procedures and surg-
eries with patients in terms of
their current health situation and
quality of life, after which doctors

and patients can make a joint deci-
sion about whether to proceed. 

DeWine said patients must be
informed of the risk of contract-
ing COVID-19, and must also be
told of the impact of contracting
the illness during the post-opera-
tive recovery process.

“I’ve heard stories that some
surgeries that we had no intention
of stopping have been postponed,”
DeWine said. “That has concerned
me a great deal, so we are starting
back one step at a time.”

The governor gave the example
of someone who might have post-
poned hip replacement surgery but
now is experiencing severe pain.

In Minnesota, where the pan-
demic has erased the state’s budget
cushion, Gov. Tim Walz is expected
to ease the financial burden on
health care providers by allowing
them to resume elective surgeries
and procedures. 

Contributing: The Associated
Press

Procedures postponed due to social distancing, not surge of cases 

West Bend receives $500K Idle Sites Redevelopment grant
WEST BEND — The city

has received its first Idle
Sites Redevelopment Pro-
gram grant worth $500,000
from the Wisconsin Econom-
ic Development Corporation
(WEDC). The program exists
for Wisconsin communities
to implement redevelopment
plans for large commercial or
industrial sites that have
been idle, abandoned or
underutilized for a period of
at least five years. West Bend
will use these funds to offset
the costs of road infrastruc-
ture within TIF 12, specifical-
ly Forest Avenue, in conjunc-
tion with site redevelopment
of the former 8-acre Gehl site.

“For more than a decade,
the former Gehl site has been
prepped for development and
this grant will take us across
the finish line,” said Econom-
ic Development Manager
Adam Gitter. “This funding
will help continue the posi-
tive momentum of our down-

town as it grows and attracts
new visitors.”

West Bend acquired the
property from Gehl Company
(now Manitou Americas) in
2008 when it relocated its
headquarters to a larger site
two blocks east. Recognizing
the potential for the site in
the heart of downtown, the
city took on the responsibili-
ty of the remediation and
demolition of the multiple
buildings that were obsolete
for future manufacturing. In
2019, the project site was
divided into two sections to
allow for multiple major
developments. The northern
portion will include a 68-
room Marriott TownePlace
extended stay hotel and
16,000-square-foot multi-
tenant commercial office
building. The southern por-
tion will offer a multiuse
entertainment venue and
multifamily apartment struc-
ture. Site construction on the

northern portion is currently
in progress while negotia-
tions are taking place for the
southern portion.

“West Bend has a rich his-
tory in supporting develop-
ment and varied industry,”
said Mayor Christophe E.
Jenkins. “I am proud to con-
tinue that tradition by sup-
porting these efforts and our
team. By redeveloping this
large, vacant site, downtown
West Bend will support new
business, jobs and economic
impact.”

Since April 2018, WEDC
has identified West Bend as a
choice location for invest-
ments. WEDC has awarded a
total of $900,000 in grants to
the city, including:

■ $150,000 Site Assessment
Grant

■ $250,000 Community
Development Investment
Grant (CDI)

■ $500,000 Idle Sites Grant
The Idle Sites Redevelop-

ment Program grant will
enable the city to overcome
the potential economic and
site shortfalls that may have
prevented redeveloping the
site. The grant will match up
to 30% of the total project

cost. Completion of the pro-
ject is slated for December
2021.

“Downtowns are the heart
of Wisconsin’s communi-
ties,” said WEDC Secretary
and CEO Missy Hughes. “The

city of West Bend has shown
a great commitment to mak-
ing its downtown a place
where folks want to live,
shop, and spend time. WEDC
is pleased to invest in this
community.”

School districts grapple
with funding uncertainty

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@Conleynet.com 

262-513-2657 

MADISON — State and
local governments are grap-
pling with loss of revenue
brought on by the COVID-19
pandemic and stay-at-home
order, but turbulent funding
for those groups now spells
trouble for another later:
school districts.

A new report from the Wis-
consin Policy Forum warns
tough times could be ahead
for K-12 schools in Wiscon-
sin, and uncertain ones are
already here.  

According to U.S. Census
Bureau data, K-12 districts in
Wisconsin rely on state pay-
ments for 53% of their total
revenues, compared to just
47.1% for districts in the U.S.
overall. 

The Wisconsin Policy
Forum’s Jason Stein said
“the real bottom line here for
school districts is the uncer-
tainty that they’re facing.”
It’s known at this point that
state tax collections will be
lower compared to previous
years, but what’s not known
is how much lower. 

When tax deadlines were
bumped from April to July, it
bought consumers and busi-
nesses some much needed
time, but it also brought a lag
in reporting what kind of
revenues the state could
expect. “On the one hand,
that provided relief and
some time that individuals
and businesses needed, (but)
on the other hand (it) will
take us longer as a state to
know where we’re at,” Stein
said. Income tax is Wiscon-
sin’s single largest tax and a
dominant source of revenue
for the state, which funds
large portions of the public
school system.  

“Not every district, howev-
er, has stores set aside,” the
report reads. “At the end of
June 2018, Milwaukee Public
Schools reported having just
$29.5 million in reserves in
its instructional funds, or
2.8% of the $1.07 billion in
instructional spending in
2017-18. That gave MPS the
second-lowest fund balance
in the state that year as a
share of spending, behind
only the tiny Gresham

School District, which
reported a negative balance.
In the report to Department
of Public Instruction, all of
those funds were listed by
MPS as restricted or
assigned to a specific pur-
pose.”

According to the report,
which looked at data from
the Department of Public
Instruction, local school dis-
tricts may be somewhat bet-
ter prepared than others.
When it comes to weighing
financial assets against lia-
bilities, the West Bend
School District has a higher
level of unassigned fund bal-
ance on hand than most at a
little over 10% of instruc-
tional expenditures. 

West Bend’s 10%, or $8 mil-
lion, in unassigned fund bal-
ance puts it just short of
Elmbrook’s fund balance lev-
els. Districts typically have
more in funding than unas-
signed fund balances, but
those sums are often meant
to be spent strictly for a spe-
cific purpose. 

Fiscally conservative
West Bend Assistant

Superintendent of Business
and Operations Andrew
Sarnow said fiscal restraint
has put the district in a more
prepared position. “The West
Bend School District is a fis-
cally-conservative and low-
spending district,” he said.
“Fund balance since the last
recession has not grown as it
has in other Wisconsin
school districts. Hence,
short-term borrowing takes
place each year in our dis-
trict. We understand the dif-
ficult financial situation of
the state and the residents of
our communities and will do
whatever is possible to be fis-
cally responsible by present-
ing a balanced budget if at all
possible.”

Waukesha School District
CFO Darren Clark said the
district is working to develop
a financial plan allowing “as
much flexibility as possible”
for next academic year. “The
most significant concern, in
terms of state-funding, is a
reduction in equalization aid
that simply transfers the tax
burden from the state to our
local citizens,” Clark said. He
added that reserves are set

aside to fund the district’s
self-funded health insurance
program, pre-fund long-term
obligations and eliminate the
need for cash flow borrow-
ing. 

Stein said it’s important to
remember fund balances
might be used to help cope
with an unseen crisis, but
they’re a “one-time source of
money” and a permanent cut
to revenue or increase in
spending is a problem that
needs to be addressed. He
likened the situation to an
individual losing a job with
some savings on hand. “It
doesn’t mean that you’re not
going to have to go out and
replace that income as quick-
ly as possible or make signif-
icant cuts to your household
budget,” Stein said. 

Ongoing precautions over
social distancing could see
increased costs to operating
schools, such as a more
extensive cleaning routine,
new precautionary equip-
ment and different lunch
arrangements. “It doesn’t
seem crazy to think there
would be new responsibili-
ties districts would have that
might cost them money,”
Stein said. 

Some relief could be on the
way. The CARES Act, passed
at the federal level by
Congress, does provide some
level of support for K-12 dis-
tricts throughout the state.
“We don’t quite yet know
what the breakdown of that
will be (but) that money
could be tremendously help-
ful for certain districts,”
Stein said. Exactly how the
money will be distributed
district-by-district isn’t clear
at this point, however. 

The report closes by rais-
ing questions about what’s to
come for school districts
across Wisconsin. “All of
this leaves district officials
shouldering immense uncer-
tainty as they consider their
preliminary budgets for the
school year beginning this
July and decide how many
teachers to hire for the fall.
At a time when K-12 schools
are considering how to get
their students back to ‘nor-
mal,’ local leaders may need
to grapple with budget cuts
that could further impact the
classroom.”

Submitted photo

West Bend will be using its $500,000 Idle Sites Redevelopment Program grant to offset road
infrastructure costs within TIF 12, specifically Forest Avenue, in conjunction with site redevel-
opment of the former 8-acre Gehl site.

West Bend schools better prepared than some 



10/29/2020 VIDEO | Groundbreaking for Marriott TownePlace Suites in West Bend - Washington County Insider

https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/marriott-towneplace-suites-2/ 1/5

VIDEO | Groundbreaking for Marriott TownePlace Suites in
West Bend

West Bend, WI – There was a groundbreaking ceremony for the new West Bend Marriott TownePlace Suites and Water Street Suites, the two
projects on Water Street and S. Forest Avenue.

The new 68-room extended stay hotel is under construction in the former Gehl Company manufacturing site.

Iowa-based Kinseth Hospitality Companies and locally owned American Companies have teamed up on the project.  The two firms were also
part of the development team for the Hampton Inn and Suites on 18th Avenue in West Bend; it has been managed by Kinseth since opening
in 2008.

By  Judy Steffes  - October 25, 2020

https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/?s=towne
https://www.teamacs.net/
https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/author/wcinsideradmin/
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American Companies President Kraig Sadownikow said, “Bringing Marriott is exciting to have the two top hotel brands in our hometown. This
development is really exciting to see.”

A portion of the hotel and office property site is formerly home to Gehl Company’s  manufacturing facility.

Kinseth Hospitality Companies and American Companies will manage the new hotel and 16,000-square-foot neighboring multi-
tenant commercial office building.
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The site was considered by other developers in the past, primarily for apartment buildings and commercial office space.

“We knew this site had high potential for redevelopment and are pleased to present the first hotel located in downtown West Bend,” said
Sadownikow. “This is the type of project will enhance the community and attract new visitors and businesses.”
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Approximately 7,000-square-feet of Class A office space is available for lease within the new office building. 

For details contact Adam Williquette of American Commercial Real Estate at (262) 424-3217.
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120 apartments to complete West
Bend's redevelopment of former
Gehl HQ

A rendering of the proposed new
West Bend apartments

AMERICAN COS.



By Sean Ryan  
Reporter, Milwaukee Business Journal
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West Bend ccepted  developer’s $1 o�er to buy 4.4
vcnt cres on the ormer Gehl Co. mnucturing
property or  120-unit prtment project. 

I �nlized, the mrket-rte prtments would complete
the city’s yers-long e�ort to clen nd redevelop the
ormer Gehl property. City o�cils erlier this yer
completed  $1 sle o 3.3 cres t the Gehl property or 
68-room Mrriott TownePlce Suites nd 16,000-squre-
oot o�ce building. Those buildings re under
construction now.

Former West Bend Myor Krig Sdownikow is involved
in those buildings nd the new prtments through his
Americn Cos. rel estte nd construction �rm. He let
the myor’s o�ce in 2019 to void ny conflicts regrding
the Gehl redevelopments. 

“There is  strong demnd or  new cility tht o�ers
enclosed prking, modern menities nd n unbetble
loction,” Sdownikow sid o the prtments. 

West Bend o�cils this week nnounced the sle
greement. The city will consider detiled plns or the

Jul 30, 2020, 3:23pm EDT

https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/search/results?q=Kraig%20Sadownikow
https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/bio/5451/Sean+Ryan


1/27/2021 120 apartments to complete West Bend's redevelopment of former Gehl HQ - Milwaukee Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2020/07/30/apartments-to-complete-west-bend-redvelopment.html 3/9

three-story prtment building lter this yer. Under the
lnd sle greement, the completed prtment building
must crete t lest $16.5 million in new txble property
vlue.

The lnd sle greement is with Tril’s Edge WB LLC,
which is registered to Dvid Decker o Brook�eld
prtment owner nd mnger Decker Properties Inc.

The 7.7-cre ormer Gehl site is t Wter Street nd South
Forest Avenue, cross the Milwukee River rom West
Bend’s downtown. City o�cils cquired the lnd in 2010
nd led  clenup e�ort or its redevelopment. The city
since 2017 hs issued requests or proposls or the lnd
nd �elded projects rom other developers tht never
moved orwrd.
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BREAKING

Marriott TownePlace Suites now open in West Bend

By Kendra Lamer
May 25, 2021

TownePlace Suites by Marriott is now open in downtown West Bend. The building is part of a redevelopment of the former
Gehl site, which also includes the Trail’s Edge apartments and the Water Street Suites.

 

Kendra Lamer/Daily News Staff

WEST BEND — The Marriott TownePlace Suites at the former Gehl site, 175 E. Water St. are now

open. The four-story 68-room extended stay hotel officially opened its doors on May 7, hotel

management said.
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Each suite features a full kitchen complete with a dishwasher, microwave, refrigerator, stove,

silverware, dishes and pots and pans. The building has a 24-hour fitness center, swimming pool, on-

site guest laundry and boardroom that holds up to 10 people, as well as a fire pit and two grills

outside. Breakfasts are currently scaled back due to COVID-19, but the hotel will serve breakfast

with a full, complimentary hot breakfast bar in the future. The hotel is also pet friendly, allowing

two pets per room with an additional fee.

Kinseth Hospitality Company, which manages the hotel, and American Companies broke ground

on the project in October 2020. KHC also constructed the Hampton Inn & Suites in West Bend in

2007.

The hotel is part of the redevelopment of the former Gehl site, which also includes the Trail’s Edge

WB apartments, a three-story, 120-unit multi-family apartment building. The 4.4-acre parcel will

have 108 parking stalls, four barrier-free parking stalls and 124 underground stalls. Public sidewalks

at the location will allow for pedestrian access to and from the location, and is a short walk from

South Main Street and the Eisenbahn Trail.

Also on the site is a 16,000-square-foot multi-tenant commercial office building called the Water

Street Suites. Stifel Financial Corporation is the anchor tenant of the commercial building. The

business relocated its office to the new location in February this year.

American Companies led the design and construction of the new developments.

The hotel, apartment complex and commercial building will benefit Tax Incremental Finance

District 12.

More information about the Marriott TownePlace Suites, as well as booking, can be found at

www.marriott.com/hotels/fact-sheet/travel/mketw-towneplace suitesmilwaukee-west-bend/.

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/fact-sheet/travel/mketw-towneplacesuitesmilwaukee-west-bend/
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BREAKING

Groundbreaking, ribbon cutting held at former Gehl site
Marriott TownePlace Suites open; Trail’s Edge Apartments construction
begins

By Kendra Lamer
Jul 2, 2021

American Companies President Kraig Sadownikow, Washington County Executive Josh Schoemann, Kinseth Hospitality
Company Executive Vice President Bruce Kinseth, Kinseth Hospitality Company President Les Kinseth, West Bend Area Ch
of Commerce Executive Director Craig Farrell and City Administrator Jay Shambeau cut the ribbon on the Marriott TownePla
Suites.

 
Kendra Lamer/Daily News Staff
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WEST BEND — West Bend had two reasons to celebrate Thursday with the groundbreaking of the

future Trail’s Edge Apartments at noon followed with an official ribbon-cutting for the new

Marriott TownePlace Suites.

Both projects are part of the reconstruction of the former Gehl site on Water Street.

The Trail’s Edge Apartments will be a three-story building consisting of 120 dwellings. The building

is in walking distance of downtown West Bend, the Eisenbahn Trail and Riverwalk.

Kraig Sadownikow is president of American Companies, which led the projects. Sadownikow said

he takes a drive through the hotel’s parking lot a couple times a day. Last week, he counted 48

cars in the lot with license plates from eight different states.

“We’re estimating that it will be 150 to 200 new residents in our downtown using our facilities,

eating at our restaurants, shopping at our retail,” said Sadownikow.

About $10 million has been put into the site, with an additional $20 million underway in

development.

Following the groundbreaking, leaders with Kinseth Hospitality Companies (KHC), West Bend and

Washington County held a ribbon-cutting ceremony in front of the Marriott TownePlace Suites.

KHC and American Companies broke ground on the Marriott TownePlace Suites in October

2020. KHC also constructed the Hampton Inn & Suites in West Bend in 2007.


The hotel is a 68-room extended-stay hotel with a full kitchen in every suite. It features a 24-hour

fitness center, swimming pool, onsite guest laundry and boardroom that holds up to 10 people, as

well as a fire pit and two grills outside.

The ribbon cutting was Craig Farrell’s last act as executive director of the West Bend Area

Chamber of Commerce. Farrell is retiring today, but wanted to make a final appearance at the

ribbon cutting.

“This is not only a wonderful day, but this is a wonderful hotel for West Bend,” said Farrell. “It is

certainly a great addition to our community. We’ve always had a need for additional hotels,

particularly when we have Cache Ba$h or other events like that that are bringing people from all

over the United States and from outside.”
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“For those of you who are familiar with this community, seeing the transformation that’s taken

place on this piece of property over the last 25 years or so is quite remarkable,” said County

Executive Josh Schoemann.

He explained that the county has been partnering with West Bend and other municipalities across

Washington County to revamp brownfield sites, in partnership with the federal government and

Environmental Protection Agency.

“Our Site Redevelopment Committee and Site Redevelopment Program over the last several years

have really helped to transform sites just like this,” said Schoemann. He added the Site

Redevelopment Program contributed $18,000 just for the hotel.

“The development that you see before you today is nothing short of remarkable to transform this

area in our downtown,” said City Administrator Jay Shambeau.

Representatives of KHC also attended the ribbon cutting.

“We opened at a good time with the pandemic subsiding and the hotel industry rebounding,” said

Bruce Kinseth, executive vice president of KHC. He explained the challenges of constructing a

hotel during the COVID-19 pandemic and not knowing what will happen once it opens. As with

other industries, hiring has been a challenge. KHC brought in other employees to help “jump

start” the hotel’s opening.

Also on the site is the Water Street Suites, a 16,000-square-foot commercial office building. Stifel

Financial Corporation is the building’s anchor tenant.
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Ribbon cutting at the Marriott TownePlace Suites in West Bend
By Kendra Lamer - Daily News Staff Updated Jul 2, 2021

 0:06
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